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Black \"ir~in of \lontst"rra!, patron<'•> of Cat­
alonia. txtt·nd.- hn ~o:oldt·II orb to a pil~o:rim. 11 luo 
(Jfh•r, a ki,, in lwpt· of IJie••illl! 

Sacred Citudel of \lontserral ~t·sts 
in a \tist-doudl'd Crown of l'innadl•s 

\\"hilt· :-;pam!;!\ u•Hkr till' heel of thl' :\lo\lr·. Jlill\1• 

Christian.- rt'ln·.tteclto thl' t r'tl!l!' lwi~:.ht.- of \J,.nt­
wrrat to n~nerdt· the \'irl.!in :\tar~·. who,<: pre.-­
enre. the1· belin·ed. dwell in the holy mountain. 

:\ear one of the loftY hermita;.:t::•. a Henedir\!nt· 
mona,terl ro,;e 111 thl' lith tcntun·; it flpuri,bed 
with rqmrt' of miracle• worked b_,. the \'irl.!in 
lit•; prr,;enu:' t{)l>k ,.j,ible form. Spani<Ird, ,;n. in 

tht· 12th-< en tun Komam·-4Ut' ran·in;.: o1 dark 
nwd 1\olJ(l \abn\;:1 .\• tht· fame of tiP· llLlck 
\'ir;.:in .-prl'ad throu;.:hout the· 1\·orld. the dl'\·out 
Ill multitu<k• • lim!Jt"d tht' ,tt·t·p road to the ,Jmnt·. 

In I "2 2 a 11 IJUJH!t-d .-oldit:r limpt·d up thl' moun­
tain. ,,eekin~: ,olaLe from tht: :\ladnnna l~n.ttiu· 

Lmoia placed hi, '''ord on thl' aiL!r. kn\'lt in 
1·i;:il throu~i. tlH' ni~ht. :.hl'il t<~•t· to rl'JH!Ulnt til\' 
wor],j and dl'dll att· hi.· !1 fl' to be·:· •en· in· !J,. 
;.,undl'd tht: "'" 1\'t\ o1 Je-u,. and J,,.,·:mw ,, <JI!ll 

Toda' Hc·nl'diltllle monk- rn.uni:tin a ~tll!.'litl· 

,·oluml' lilJTar~ ;md a printllii-' -IH•p. l':-t:lbh.-lit·•i 
in 1-FJ'J .. \t n·,per,, choir!"''- ot thl' E-1 o\:u;:;~ 
.• n1on;.: the oldl'·t cun,t·n·alllfl('·· in Lur<'!ll'. ·Ill~ 

lhl' "Sake Re£<ina ... a JHil\ cr th,il l'ul u ml •U· lil':lr ·I 

.... ,·ery t'\Tntnu on hi~ \"O\;l!!t· to tht· :'<t\\ \\ 1Jfi(1 
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